The Other Side of Sin

Ps 101:2-8 I will ponder the way that is blameless. Oh when will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart within my house; 3 I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me. 4 A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil. 5 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty look and an arrogant heart I will not endure. 6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in the way that is blameless shall minister to me. 7 No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes. 8 Morning by morning I will destroy all the wicked in the land, cutting off all the evildoers from the city of the LORD. ESV

Rom 1:28-32 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

The first chapter of Romans is one of the five or so places in the Bible where many sins are bunched together in a convenient list.  Indeed, I once preached a message entitled “What Is Sin?” where we went through all of these lists and simply defined what the Bible calls sin.  I think that particular night was Sis. Keefer’s first service to ever visit us and she still remembers it vividly.  Perhaps we should do that study again some time, because many people don’t have a clue as to what the Bible labels sin as.  

In the 1st chapter of Romans, Paul traced the deterioration of humanity down to the largely godless state that it is now in modern times.  He said that it all started that when man knew God, they refused to acknowledge and worship Him as God and so they turned to idolatry, worshiping statues of animals and people.  According to Paul, the natural by-product of idolatry was homosexuality and then Paul said that as a result of this godlessness, that:

Rom 1:29-31 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. ESV  

Or as the New Living Translation puts it:

Rom 1:29-31 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents. 31 They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. NLTse

A society filled with people who are full of these sins is the result of idolatry and homosexuality, according to the Apostle Paul.  Regretfully, I have to say that these verses sound like mainstream, modern America!  We truly need God more than ever before!  

As pastors and preachers, and even saints, we tend to preach and teach sin from the normal side that we, ourselves, should not do such things.  Let me say that I hope that such a point goes without saying in our lives.  Surely, as children of God, we should not be full of envy, murder, strife (which means always argumentative), deceitful (which means lying without words), maliciousness (which means trying to hurt others), gossip, and such!  Hopefully you understand that you have not been born again to live the same way that you used to live.  If nothing has changed in your life, then you need to recheck you Holy Ghost meter and start obeying the Word of God and let God mold you and make you.  Old things have passed away and all things have become new.  You have been raised to a newness of life through the resurrection power of Jesus Christ – your lifestyle ought to show a difference!  

And so that is the normal side of sin – we should not do such things.  And although I have harped on it for a few minutes, I really haven’t come to preach about that.  I’ve come to preach to you a neglected area that many Christians are guilty of and don’t even realize it.  I want to talk to you about the other side of sin.  

______________________________________________________________________

In our text in the book of Romans, after Paul listed all of these sins, he wrote in the final verse of that chapter:

Rom 1:32 Though they know God's decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. ESV

This is one of those areas of the Greek New Testament that the English struggles to fully  convey the original language.  The word translated as “approval” here is a deeper word with several possible meanings, all of which apply.  An almost literal translation done by the Greek scholar Young, presents it this way:

Rom 1:32 who the righteous judgment of God having known -- that those practising such things are worthy of death -- not only do them, but also have delight with those practising them. YLT

The King James Version translates it like this:

Rom 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. KJV

One says “give approval to” and the other says “have delight with” and the other says “have pleasure in.”  The other translations usually choose one of these three.  Which is correct?  They all are because the Greek word here is suneudokeo (soon-yoo-dok-eh-oh) which means, “to assent or approve, to be gratified with, to take pleasure in.”  

The point that Paul is making in the Greek is one easily missed but one very important!  After giving that lists of sins that we have already detailed, Paul says that people who do such things are “worthy of death” or as the more modern translations have, “deserve to die.”  He is using death in a broad sense as in “the wages of sin are death.”  He is speaking of spiritual and eternal judgment.  But here’s the point missed because that phrase is linked to the last in the Greek.  And so not only are those who do such things themselves guilty of those sins and deserving judgment, but those who “have pleasure in, assent to, or delight in” those that do such things.  Here is the other side of sin:  it is sin to commit murder or gossip or slander or deception or greed, but it is also a sin to take pleasure, delight, or gratification with others doing such things.  In other words, you may never do such things yourself, but if you find pleasure in watching or hearing of others do such things, Paul says that you are just as worthy of death and just as guilty!  It is a sin to do such things, but it is also a sin to approve of others who do such things and derive pleasure from others sinning because by doing so we are silently assenting to it.  Such is the other side of sin.  

Sad to say, but we live in the type of world described by the Apostle Paul.  If the world is not committing these sins themselves, then they like nothing better than to sit back and watch, read about, hear about, or go see someone doing these things themselves.  And the world calls this entertainment.  God calls it sin.  It’s the other side of sin, but it is still sin.  

As Christians, if we are not careful, we can find ourselves guilty of these sins without ever doing them ourselves because we take pleasure in watching others do them.  Or we are gratified by those who do them.  For example, you would amen the preacher heartily for preaching against “gossip, maliciousness, deceit, quarreling, backstabbing, envy, murder, and greed,” and yet you sit and watch a soap opera, or telenovela – which, although I cannot understand, I have been told are just as bad or worse than the English equivalent – which are shows filled with nothing but people doing all of those things Paul mentioned.  The entire plot is somebody mad at somebody and quarreling and gossiping and deceitfulness and trying to murder somebody else and committing adultery and such.  And if you are watching it, you are watching it for entertainment value.  You are watching it to gain pleasure from it, to delight in it.  And so Paul writes that you are just as guilty as death as those who actually do it, because your taking pleasure in their sin is assent.  This is the other side of sin.  They that do such things are not only guilty, but they take pleasure in them that do them!  

Let me give you another example of how many Christians are guilty of the same sins that they supposedly stand against.  You don’t believe in murder and you’d never do it yourself, but you will watch a prime-time show that has four or five graphic murders in it.  Why are you watching it?  For entertainment; for pleasure.  To God that is sin.  

Or you would never take the Lord’s name in vain and use His Name with curse words or the so called “F-bomb” but you will read a fictional novel that virtually every page is filled with someone taking God’s name in vain and cursing.  You are taking pleasure in those that do such things.  And that’s the other side of sin – by taking pleasure in their actions, you are guilty of them yourself.  

Or how about this?  You would never condone homosexuality and believe that it is scripturally wrong, yet you buy the album of a singer that is a noted homosexual and fill your brain with his/her songs, lyrics, and opinions.  “But the songs are good.”  Exactly – you are deriving pleasure from them, and in so doing, you are violating the very principles of Paul’s teaching in this chapter.  

The problem is that most Christians have been fed such a glut of wickedness that you have been desensitized to immorality and to evil.  I remember going to High School, and I was around such profanity and immoral talk, that it got the point that it no longer offended me and I remember my parents coming up to the school for something and hearing something in the hall and freaking out, saying, “I cannot believe that they just said that” and I was like, “said what?”  I hadn’t even noticed.  I had become desensitized to it by constantly being around it.  That’s what happened to Lot’s family in Sodom.  The Bible says:

2 Peter 2:7-8 But God also rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a righteous man who was sick of the shameful immorality of the wicked people around him. 8 Yes, Lot was a righteous man who was tormented in his soul by the wickedness he saw and heard day after day. NLTse

The reason why God was willing to save Lot by sending the angels and such was because Lot was bothered by the wickedness that he saw and heard day after day.  But never forget that it was Lot’s decision to live where he lived.  And although he was bothered by it, he did nothing to separate himself from it.  And he lost his family.  Why did his wife turn back?  Why did his married daughters refuse to leave?  Because they had grown desensitized to it.  It had become normal.  What should have bothered them no longer bothered them.  It was sin and it was so commonplace that it was normal and they began to enjoy it and even copied it.  Lot was still bothered by it but he lost his family because he refused to take measures that were in his control that could have gotten his family away from much of it.  He didn’t have to live in Sodom, but that choice to do so cost Lot his family.  And, Jesus’ stern warning, still applies today:

Luke 17:32 Remember Lot's wife. ESV

What do you mean Jesus?  You may be strong enough to handle the temptations of bringing stuff into your home and constantly putting your family in such environments, but your family will not be able to handle it!  Oh, how this world is like Sodom of old!  We’d better take every avenue available to us to distance ourselves from it!  

I know that you have to live in this world and it is impossible to escape all wickedness.  I understand that.  I’m not talking about areas that you cannot control.  I know you have to go to school and work and the grocery store and the mall.  I understand that.  And in those environments, you have little control over stuff.  But God forbid that we use that argument to justify letting sin reign in the areas that we do have control over.  Like in the area of your home.  

In our other text, David said:

Ps 101:2-3 I will ponder the way that is blameless. Oh when will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart within my house; 3 I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me. ESV

Now David goes on to say that he will work everyday to remove from the kingdom and streets those who go against God’s will.  David was king of the nation and therefore had power that you and I do not.  You cannot go into your work and foolishly demand that everyone live according to God’s word, unless you are the boss.  You just have to go into such situations and live a different lifestyle as and example.  David, though, didn’t start with his kingdom, but started with his house.  And most of you are in control of your house.  And certainly all of you are in control of the temple that we call your body.  David said, “I will walk with integrity of heart within my house; I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless.”  The NIV says I will not look upon anything “vile” meaning evil or sinful.  The NKJV has “wicked.”  David said, “I cannot control what my eyes see out in the pagan world, but I can control what my eyes see inside my own home.  And I refuse to set anything before my eyes in the areas of my life that I have control in that is evil, vile, or wicked.”  David knew about the dangers of the other side of sin.  

How about you?  Is God, Lord in your home?  Do you guard your eyes?  Do you guard what you set before your eyes?  Listen very carefully to this preacher:  whatever we set before our eyes, be it in the form of a book, magazine, pamphlet, catalog, website, chat room, email, text message, television show, video, DVD, movie, CD, Mp3 player, computer screen, X-Box or Playstation or Wie game console, mobile phone, portable video player, PDA, flash disk, or any other medium that man would invent – we’d better make sure that we are not viewing or partaking of other people sinning against God.  Because if are taking pleasure in those that do such things, then we are just as guilty as if we had done them ourselves.  At school, I realize you cannot always control what you see.  At work and in the mall and grocery store, I realize that you have limited power.  But what about the areas that you do have control over?  What about your home!  Somebody make up in your mind that, like David, we will not set anything before our eyes that is wicked or vile!  

And so I return to it again:  the problem is that some of you are very desensitized to watching sin because you have fed yourself so much of it.  The Holy Ghost cannot talk to your heart about such things because you are so calloused simply by being around it so much.  Before you think that I’m overboard in this area, do this:  take four days and do a media fast.  For four days don’t watch any television, read any fictional novels, look at any magazines, surf the internet, watch movies or DVDs, view pictures or sites on your cell phone, or listen to the radio.  And then after four days, go back to what your normal habits were.  And what you will find is that things that before you didn’t even notice suddenly bothered you.  Because you were not as desensitized to it.  

And here’s the bottom line:  some of us struggle to tune into the presence of God and struggle to override our fleshly desires and struggle to become over comers in the areas that the Word of God says that we need to and it is no wonder when we are desensitized to the voice of the Spirit by the sin that we allow and we bring before our eyes in our homes!  Oh, you would never do such things yourself, but you take pleasure in and constantly set before yourself other people doing such things and it effects you.  You cannot pray for more than fifteen minutes and yet you can surf the internet for hours – it affects you!  You cannot yield to the presence of God in a service and worship Him for more than few minutes and yet you sit spellbound if in your hands is something that appeals to your flesh!  Don’t tell me that it doesn’t affect you – it does!  But the question is do you have enough Holy Ghost and truth within you to do something about it!?  Or are you going to let the other side of sin creep in and destroy your relationship with God?  We are foolish if we think two or three hours of preaching and teaching a week can offset whole days worth of junk in our everyday life.  What you partake of the most is what will win in your life.  If some of us kept a schedule of how we spent our time weekly, I wonder how our prayer, church going, bible reading would stack up to the hours spent in entertainment?  Just a thought!     

And let me say this:  I understand that the Bible has some pretty graphic stories in it.  But there is a big difference between reading, “they committed adultery” and watching two people commit adultery” or reading explicit details of the process of them committing adultery.  I understand the need for balance in all of this.  But at the same time, if you are taking pleasure in watching others commit sins, then remember God’s Word says that you are just as guilty of it!  God helps us to guard our eyes from evil – and it is not just a small matter!  Jesus said:

Matt 6:22-23 "Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with light. 23 But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is!  NLTse

Don’t tell me that it doesn’t matter what you see!  Jesus said that you are inwardly what you allow to come into your eyes!  And if you are letting a constant stream of darkness and sin and filth and such, then you will be filled with such things.  It does affect us!  It’s the other side of sin!  We must take heed not only not to do such wickedness, but to avoid taking pleasure in watching others do them!  I’m preaching about the other side of sin!    

______________________________________________________________________

But your eyes are only a part of it.  They are a major part of, yes, but there is another side to the other side of sin.  Because Peter wrote that Lot was affected by, “the wickedness he saw and heard.”  In close second to your eyes in affecting your walk with God is your ears.  And the point that many Apostolic Christians miss, is that David didn’t stop with just the eyes, but said:

Ps 101:4-5 A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing of evil. 5 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty look and an arrogant heart I will not endure. ESV

David said, “I will know nothing of evil and when someone comes to me to talk bad about somebody else, I will refuse to listen to them!”  Paul, in his lists of sins that were worthy of judgment, listed, “gossips, slanderers, and strife” among them.  Gossip means to speak evil or negatively about someone behind their back.  Slander is to do it to their face.  Strife means you are not happy unless something is stirred up and there something argumentative going on.  

Listen carefully to this pastor:  we have too much talking going on.  Great minds talk about ideas and principles, average minds talk about events and things, poor minds talk about people. We’ve got too many poor minds around!  I hate gossip, because God hates gossip.  And too many of you think that if it is true what you are saying it is not gossip.  Gossip is anything – true or false – that leaves the hearer with a negative impression of the person that you just spoke about.  And too many so-called Christians need to learn to control their mouth!  

But the other side of sin is this:  a person cannot gossip if nobody will listen!  We have too many people talking, but we have too many people listening to them.  Oh, you won’t repeat it but you won’t stop them from telling you.  David, said “a perverse heart shall be far from me.”  “I’m not going to hang out with people who have a problem with always talking bad about some people.”  He said, this:  “I will know nothing of evil.”  I don’t want to know everybody’s trash.  I don’t want to hear about their problems.  I’m not interested.  And then David said this:  “whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy.”  When I hear someone talking evil of their brother or sister, I will not sit idly by and listen, but I will confront them head on.  I will stop them and tell them, “what you are doing is sinful and against God’s Word and not only do I refuse to listen, but you need to stop.”  Destroy it.  Kill it.  I’m talking about the other side of sin – we’ve got too many gossips because we’ve got too many people listening!  

The truth is that if you just sit idly by and listen to someone speak evil of someone, you may not be doing the evil deed yourself, but you are giving consent to those who do it by your silence and quiet participation.  When Stephen was stoned in the book of Acts, the young Saul was not on the jury and was just a bystander who offered to hold the coats of the ones who were actually throwing the stones.  You could have never convicted Saul in a court of law as having killed Stephen, but Saul confessed in Acts 8:1 that “he consented to Stephen’s death.”  It was Paul’s way of saying, “I didn’t throw the stones, but I was just as guilty!”  Because I enjoyed watching him die and though it was needed – and because I did nothing to try to stop it.  By standing by watching others throw stones, Paul became a guilty party.  

Some who would never sit idly by and let someone stone somebody to death, will do so when the stones are words and rumors.  That is still murder!  How many people have been killed and wounded in the kingdom of God because of people attacking them with their mouths and because too many people just listened and did nothing.  You can say what you want to, but a refusal to directly confront those who evil speak will allow the travesty to keep going on and on.      

In the book of Genesis we find the story of jealousy running through the sons of Israel toward Joseph, the favored brother.  Go back and read the story:  not all of them were in on the plot.  Reuben didn’t stand up as he should have and put a stop to it, but he talked them into putting Joseph in a well with the intentions of coming back later and freeing him secretly.  When Reuben got there later, the other brothers had already sold Joseph off and so the Bible teaches that Reuben was just as guilty as the others.  When someone is slaughtering someone and speaking negatively and evil of someone is not the time to tread quietly.  It is a time to be like David and destroy such a work!  Trying to go behind the scenes to make things right will not help when people are attacking a brother – you’ve got to boldly confront the gossip and slanderer.

A few years ago, while working in San Antonio, my wife and I decided that we were tired of being everybody’s trashcan and we began to live religiously by the teachings of the 18th chapter of Matthew which says that if someone has an offense against a brother or sister, they are to go first to that person privately and try to get things right before they tell of it to anybody else.  When people would come to us and the conversation would steer towards “you know what so and so did to me?”  We would just stop them and say, “no offense, but we don’t want to hear anything negative about other people.  Have you gone to those people who offended you with your offense?”  And if they said “no, then we would get a Bible out and turn to the 18th chapter of Matthew.  If they said that they had gone to that person, then we would say, “before you tell us anything, the Bible says that if you’ve tried to go that person that you are supposed to go to that person with two or three witnesses and present it to them again.”  “Come on, we’ll be your witnesses and go with you and hear you out in front of the person that you are accusing.”  If they did not want to do that, then we simply said, “then, if you are not going to do things according to the Biblical manner, then we would rather not hear about it and let’s talk about something else.”  And after a while, such people avoided us and other people respected us greatly and we grew in our ministry.  And after a while, when it became clear to us that certain people had a problem in this area, we just avoided them and didn’t invite them into our home.  If we walked into a restaurant with a group of people, we made sure to sit on the other end of the table.  Why?  Because God’s done too much for me for my mind and life to become your trash can!  

The problem with someone telling you negative things about other people is that you can do nothing about it.  You cannot go to the person and get things right because you were not the person offended.  You cannot change your behavior and make things better because you are not the one who caused the offense.  And what that gossip has done is lighten their mind by dumping their trash on you and you are stuck with it.  Unless – you go and tell someone else and dump on them and then you have passed from the other side of sin to the first side of actually being a gossip yourself!  And both need to be stopped!  

If you ain’t got something positive to say, then I don’t want to hear it.  If you have nothing else to talk about, then I don’t want to talk to you very long or very often.  And can I say this?  A lot of Pentecostal Christians who would never set something evil before their eyes are some of the most critical people in the world with their mouths and worse, willingly listen to evil things about other people.  Hey, you need to guard your eyes, but you also need to guard your ears!  Both are sin!  The easiest way to cut out gossip in a church is for nobody to be willing to listen to it!  And for people to get adamant about confronting negativity when it comes.  

The Bible says:

Prov 17:4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips, and a liar gives ear to a mischievous tongue. ESV

When you listen to wicked lips, it shows that you are an evildoer, also.  When you give ear to a mischievous tongue – meaning a mouth always stirring up trouble – it shows that you are a liar.  Notice what the scripture is saying:  it is not just a sin to repeat it and say it, but to give ear to such things.  That is the other side of sin.  But it’s still sin.  

_______________________________________________________________________

I finish by coming back to how David finished in our text:

Ps 101:7 No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes. ESV

If you are in charge of your house and you are the parents of children or are the owner or leaser of your house, then you have a responsibility to guard against your house becoming a place where the eyes and ears of Christians are defrauded and soiled.  

Too many parents today are scared of your children.  Too many kids have the attitude, “that’s my room and my mother or dad stays out of it to respect my privacy.”  To which I say, “hogwash.”  You need to know what is in your kid’s rooms.  You need to know what they are setting before their eyes in their rooms.  You need to know what is in their clothing drawers and closets and under their beds.  Until they are paying the bills and until they are on their own, the law says that they are under your care and that you responsible for anything that they bring into your house.  We understand that with such things as drugs, but don’t realize that it applies spiritually to sin.  If the police raided your house and found illegal drugs in your kid’s rooms, they would take you in also!  How do you think God feels about sinful things in your kid’s rooms?  And which is the higher and stricter law?  God’s or the laws of America?  

When I was growing up, my parents knew everything that was in my room and as long as I sat at their table and lived with them it was understood that nothing against the Word of God would come in my rooms.  I had some friends one time that gave me some GQ magazines – you know men’s fashion type stuff.  My dad saw them sitting on my shelf, took offense at the nudity of some of the advertisements and chunked them.  And told me, “don’t ever bring them back in here again – that is if you ever want to drive again, get a new computer, want money, or to date before you are thirty!”  My father chunked some CDs that I snuck in one time.  The computer and internet was in a public place where it was in full view of everyone in the house.  Call that strict – but I’m happily married today and living for God!  Today, I’m thankful that my parents kept tabs on me.  They weren’t smothery, but they did take a stand on Biblical issues and I’m grateful for it!  

If it is your home and you have authority over it, then God holds you responsible, adults, for what goes on in it.  If you have a computer with internet access, you’d better put filters on it and put it in a public place where it is accessible and easily viewed by everybody.  You are fool if you let your kids cause their room to become a “no parent zone.”  You need to know what they are bringing in there whether it be on a screen or in a magazine or who they are talking to on the mobile phone.  Not only do you have a right as their parent to know, this, but God holds you responsible for it.  

The same goes with people you let live with you.  I remember my aunt – who was not in church – lived with us for a few months.  My father set some ground rules of certain things that would not come in our home.  When it became clear that she could not abide by those rules, it was “see ya!”  As my father put it – I love my sister-in-law, but my family is not worth it!  My father was remembering Lot’s wife.  He was guarding his family’s ears and eyes!  You cannot control the world, but you can control the home if you are in charge.  And to sit back idly and do nothing is the other side of sin.  But it’s still sin.  

I understand that some of you, such as women with unsaved husbands, do not have ultimate control of these areas.  God does not hold you accountable in such cases.  But make sure that you do not partake of his sinfulness and wickedness by active participation.  Even though you do not have authority to cleanse your house, you must just give in and partake.  Such is the other side of sin, but it’s still sin.  

God cleanse our eyes and our ears.  Give us clean hands and a pure heart.  Let us remain sensitive to His Spirit and please Him in all things.  Let us not partake of sin in the normal sense of committing it ourselves.  But let us guard against the other side of enjoying watching and hearing about other people committing such things and let us guard against gossip but let us also fight vigorously against it by refusing to listen!  God wants to give us power to over come the other side of sin!      

